PENANG LAWYERS

PENDENNIS

the Japanese used the radio
station. See Malaya, Federation of.

Penang Lawyers (Licuala acu-
tifida}. Shrub of the family Pal-
mae. It is a native of the island
of Penang, Malaya. Its stems are
about five ft. in length and about
an inch thick. At the top there is a
tuft of fan-shaped leaves, with
prickly stalks. The name belongs
properly to the stout walking-
sticks into which the stems are
converted after scraping and
straightening.

Penarth. Urban dist., watering-
place, and seaport of Glamor-
ganshire, Wales. It stands on the

Ely, where it falls into Cardiff Bay,
4 m. S.E. of Cardiff and 166 in. W.
of London. It has a rly. station.
There are a pier, a fine esplanade,
and several parks. Penarth was
nothing but a small village before
1859, when work was begun on its
tidal harbour. Pop. (1951) 18,528

Penas, GULF OF. Large opening
of the Pacific, indenting the coast
of Chilean Patagonia. It is 80 m.
wide at its mouth and penetrates
inland about 70 m., containing the
islands of Xavier and Guaianeco.

Penates. Household gods of the
ancient Romans. See Lares.

Pencil (Lat. penicittum, a little
tail). Instrument for writing and
drawing. The word is now chiefly
used of the " black lead " or similar
pencils, i.e. those pencils made of
wood and containing a central
core of lead, graphite, coloured
chalk, slate, or other material.
The modern black lead pencil con-
tains no lead, the writing material
being graphite and clay.

The earliest writing pencils were
made with lead, graphite pencils
being introduced into Great Bri-
tain in the 16th century. In the
modern methods of manufacture,
the graphite is reduced to a powder
mixed with clay and water to the

consistency of dough, and forced
through dies the diameter of the
finished lead. The long graphite
and clay sticks are dried, cut into
pencil lengths, and then heated
until all the moisture is thoroughly
driven off. The greater the amount
of clay in the mixture the harder
the pencil. The hardness or soft-
ness is usually indicated by the
letters H (hard) and B (black);
the usual range is from 6B to 4H,
and the commonest degree for
everyday use is the medium known
as H.B. The softer forms are pre-
ferred by artists, the harder by
draughtsmen. The graphite-clay
sticks are then
inserted in to semi-
circular or seini-
hexagonal paral-
lel grooves, cut in
a slab of wood
which is ultimate-
ly divided into a
number of pencils.
A similar grooved
slab is laid on
the first, glued
firmly, the separ-
ate pencils cut
apart, shaped,
polished, var-
nished, etc. The
whole process
from beginning to
end is carried out
by machinery.

Penarth, Glamorganshire. Air view of the town and harbour

Coloured pencils are made of chalk,

clay, etc., with colouring pigments
added; copying-ink pencils are
made of graphite with an aniline
dye added; while slate pencils may
be either unprotected rods of slate
or wooden pencils with a slate core.
There is also the metallic holder in
which the "lead" is propelled and
repelled by a screw, and refills can
be supplied. See Graphite.

P.E.N. Club. International
literary association, the letters of
whose "name stand for poets, play-
wrights, essayists, editors, and
novelists. Founded in 1921 by

Mrs. C. A. Dawson Scott, it aims
at international cooperation and
friendship between men of letters.
Centres were established in most
world capitals, and by 1948 there
were some 60. Congresses, held
annually until the outbreak of the
Second Great War, were resumed
in 1946. Lectures, discussions,
readings, and social gatherings
are among the normal activities.
The international presidency was
held by Galsworthy, 1921-33;
Wells, 1933-36; Jules Romains,
1936-39. Maurice Maeterlinck was
elected in 1947. Presidents of the
English centre have included
J. B. Priestley, H. W. Nevinson,
Storm Jameson, and Desmond
MacCarthy.

Penda (c. 577-655). King of
Mercia. He became king about
626, and soon defeated the West
Saxons at Cirencester. A heathen
warrior, in 633 he helped to defeat
and kill Edwin, king of North-
umbria, and in 642 he slew in
battle another Northumbrian king,
Oswald. In 654 this last champion
of paganism slew Anna, king of
the East Angles, and invaded
Northumbria, but was defeated
and slain, Nov. 15,655. See Mercia.

Pendant. In architecture, a
rigid hanging ornament, often
elaborate, suspended from the
summit of a Gothic vault, or from
the bottom of a roof post or other
constructional member below a
ceiling. The term is also used for
an ornament hung from the neck.
See Gothic Architecture.

Pendennis. Novel by Thackeray
published in 1850 with the full
title. The History of Pendennis,
His Fortunes and Misfortunes, His
Friends and His Greatest Enemy.
The author utilised experiences of
his own early life in narrating the
story of his hero, and sketched
several of the characters from
actual people, e.ff. the clever,
shiftless Captain Abandon, who
was based on W. Maginn (q.v.).
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Pencil. Successive stages in the making of a lead pencil. 1. Rough wood.
2. Wood when grooved. 3. Grooved wood with lead in position. 4. Block of
wood made up of 2 and 3 placed together, enclosing lead in grooves. 5. Ends
of block levelled. 6 and 7. Stages in moulding the block into pencils. 8. Pencil
painted and polished. 9. Finished bundle